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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAGING
CLIENT APPLICATION ENABLEMENT

BACKGROUND

To enable application functionality, a server-based appli-
cation may require an associated client application to be
installed on a local device, for example a mobile communi-
cation device such as a smartphone or other wireless commu-
nication device. A particular server-based application may be
exceptionally useful to proper device functionality and there-
fore the associated client application may be pre-installed on
the device by a manufacturer, distributer, telecommunication
carrier or other party responsible for distribution of the
device. If the client application is pre-installed, privacy con-
cerns may dictate that the client application is forbidden from
contacting the server enabling the associated server-based
application. If the client application is not preinstalled on the
device, then the device user must locate and install the client
application, for example by connecting to a network resource
enabling download of the client application. Depending on
the user’s skill and comfort with the device, the process of
downloading the client application may be inconvenient and
time consuming.

SUMMARY

This Summary introduces simplified concepts that are fur-
ther described below in the Detailed Description of Illustra-
tive Embodiments. This Summary is not intended to identify
key features or essential features of the claimed subject matter
and is not intended to be used to limit the scope of the claimed
subject matter.

A method for implementation by a network-connectable
computing system is provided. The method includes receiv-
ing an indication of a service corresponding to a mobile
device, the indication based on a user action, and transmitting
at least one message to the mobile device responsive to the
indication of the service. The at least one message includes an
instruction for a particular application corresponding to the
service to provide a status of the particular application and an
instruction for a user of the mobile device to initiate contact
with a network resource to access data corresponding to the
particular application.

Further provided is a method performed by a plurality of
network-connectable computing systems. The method
includes receiving with a first network-connectable comput-
ing system an indication based on a user action of a service
corresponding to a second network-connectable computing
system. Responsive to the indication of the service, at least
one message is transmitted with the first computing system.
The at least one message includes an instruction for a particu-
lar application to provide a status of the particular application
and an instruction for a user to initiate contact with a network
resource to access data corresponding to the particular appli-
cation. With the second computing system, the at least one
message is received from the first computing system. Respon-
sive to the at least one message, the status of the particular
application is provided using the particular application via the
second computing system, and the status of the particular
application is received with the first computing system from
the second computing system.

Further providedis a computing system comprising at least
one non-transitory computer readable storage medium hav-
ing encoded thereon instructions that, when executed by one
ormore processors of the system, cause the system to perform
a process including receiving an indication of a service cor-
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responding to a mobile device, the indication based on a user
action, and transmitting at least one message to the mobile
device responsive to the indication of the service. The at least
one message includes an instruction for a particular applica-
tion corresponding to the service to provide a status of the
particular application and an instruction for a user of the
mobile device to initiate contact with a network resource to
access data corresponding to the particular application.

Further provided is a network-enabled communication
system. The system includes a first network-connectable
computing system configured for receiving an indication of a
service corresponding to a mobile device, the indication
based on a user action, and transmitting at least one message
to the mobile device. The at least one message includes an
instruction for a particular application corresponding to the
service to provide a status of the particular application and an
instruction for a user of the mobile device to initiate contact
with a network resource to access data corresponding to the
particular application. The system further includes a second
network-connectable computing system configured for
executing the particular application, the particular applciation
operable to enable a process including accessing the at least
one message and responsive to the at least one message,
providing the status of the particular application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING(S)

A more detailed understanding may be had from the fol-
lowing description, given by way of example with the accom-
panying drawings. The figures in the drawings and the
detailed description are examples. The figures and the
detailed description are not to be considered limiting and
other examples are possible. Like reference numerals in the
figures indicate like elements wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a system for managing client application
enablement and operation.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing a method for managing client
application enablement.

FIGS. 3A-3D show example screen displays enabled on a
device operating within the environment of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a method for managing client
application enablement as performed by a first network-con-
nectable computing system and a second network-connect-
able computing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
EMBODIMENT(S)

It would be beneficial for a computing device user who
requires a particular client application to be installed on the
user’s device, for example to enable a particular network-
accessible application, to receive instructions for doing so
and to obtain the required application for example via a net-
work resource. Whereas should the particular client applica-
tion already exist on the user’s device, it would be beneficial
for the user could forgo one or more steps in the process of
obtaining the client application. Such client application may
include for example a location based service application
required to enable a locator service operated by one or more
network-accessible servers. Alternatively, a client application
can provide other suitable functionality autonomously or in
conjunction with a network accessible server-based applica-
tion. Since a client application which is installed on a device
may lack authorization to initiate contact with an appropriate
network resource to activate the application or to provide
application status, a process is required to efficiently enable
the application on the device.
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Referring to FIG. 1, a system 10 is provided including an
application manager 20 used for managing enablement and
operation of a client application on a user’s network-connect-
able computing system. The application manager 20 enables
a user management interface 22, a messaging engine 24, a
messaging interface 26, an application download datastore
28, a management engine 30, a management application pro-
gram interface (“API”) 32, a server application 34, and a
server application interface 36. The application manager 20
can be implemented on one or more network-connectable
computing systems and need not be implemented on a single
system at a single location. The application manager 20 is
configured for communication via the network 50 with other
network-connectable computing systems, for example the
wireless mobile communication device (“mobile device) 12.

The mobile device 12 can include for example a smart-
phone or other wireless mobile terminal preferably config-
ured to operate on a wireless telecommunication network.
Software and/or hardware residing on the mobile device 12
enable an operating system 60, a user interface 62, a message
datastore 64, and a system interface 66. The operation of the
application manager 20 is described herein with respect to the
mobile communication device 12 and client device 16. One
skilled in the art will recognize the operation of the applica-
tion manager 20 can operate with other suitable wired or
wireless network connectable devices.

The user management interface 22 caninclude a web appli-
cation or other application enabled by the application man-
ager 20 and accessible to the monitored mobile communica-
tion device 12 or other client device 16 via a network 50
and/or executed by the mobile communication device 12 or
other client device 16. The application manager 20 can further
enable a server application 34 configured for operation with a
client application on a network connectable computing sys-
tem such as the mobile device 12. The server application 34 is
accessible via an application program interface labeled as the
server application interface 36. The server application 34 can
for example enable a service such as a locator service config-
ured to provide the location of persons known to the user of
the mobile device 12.

Referring to FIG. 2, a method 100 for enabling a client
application is shown. The method 100 is described with ref-
erence to the components shown in the system 10 of FIG. 1,
including the application manager 20 which is preferably
configured for performing the method 100 and includes or has
access to suitable non-transitory data storage including
instructions for performing the method. The method 100 may
alternatively be performed via other suitable computing sys-
tem or systems in other suitable environments.

The method 100 starts at step 102. In a step 104, the
application manager 20 receives an indication of a service
corresponding to a particular mobile device 12 based on a
user action. The indication of a service can include an indi-
cation that a service has been initiated or an account created
by a user action. The service can be enabled for example by
the server application 34 via the server application interface
36, and the user management interface 22 can enable a user to
create (i.e. register) an account or otherwise initiate a service
via the mobile device 12, client device 16 or other network-
connectable computing system. For example, a user of the
mobile device 12 can register for the service (e.g. a locator
service) via the user management interface 22. Alternatively,
the service can be enabled by one or more other application
servers 52.

In a step 106 the application manager 20 transmits one or
more messages, for example via the messaging interface 26,
to a network-connectable computing system such as the
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mobile device 12 responsive to the indication of the service.
The method 100 is described with reference to the mobile
device 12, although any suitable network-connectable com-
puting system can be used. A message can include a short
message service protocol (“SMS”) message or any suitable
message type. The one or more messages include an instruc-
tion for a particular application 68 corresponding to the ser-
vice to provide a status of the particular application 68. The
status can include an indication that the particular client
application 68 is present on the mobile device. The one or
more messages further include an instruction for a user of the
mobile device 12 to initiate contact with a network resource,
for example the application manager 20 or a download server
54, to access data corresponding to the particular application
68. The data corresponding to the particular application 68
can include for example data useful for installing or updating
the particular application 68 on the mobile device 12.

A message can include a text message, for example a
human readable short message service protocol (“SMS”)
message, which provides instructions for how to obtain the
client application 68, such as via a download link. Referring
to FIG. 3A, an example text message 70 is shown, as enabled
by the user interface 62 of the mobile device 12 which reads:
“This phone needs a software update to activate your tele-
com’s locator service. Click this link and follow the instruc-
tions: http://carrierlocator.telecom.com/
download?id=bk48n7P”. The text message can include an
agreed upon token, pattern, or other encoded signal that is
detectable by the client application if the client application
present on the mobile device 12. The signal can be for
example a unique code added to the end of a download link in
the message. For example, the text “bk48n7” can be inter-
preted by a particular client application 68 installed on the
mobile device 12 as the instruction for the application 68 to
provide its status. In such case, a single message provides
instructions for both the user and the client application. If the
client application 68 is present on the mobile device, the client
application 68 detects the incoming text message and inter-
prets its arrival as an indication that it is permissible to contact
the application manager 20 via the network 50 and initiate a
process of informing the application manger 20 that the client
application 68 is installed on the mobile device 12. Of course
if the client application 68 is not installed on the mobile
device 12, there can be no response from the client application
68.

Referring to the method 100, if in step 108 the application
manager 20 receives a response to the application instruction
from the client application 68 indicating its status, for
example indicating via the management API 32 that the appli-
cation 68 is present on the mobile device 12 and/or the appli-
cation 68 is up to date on the mobile device 12, the process
moves to step 110 where it is determined whether a user
response has been received. The user response can include a
request for application data of the application based on the
instruction for the user to access data corresponding to the
particular application. The user response is preferably
enabled by the mobile device 12 as a transmission from the
mobile device 12. Ifin the step 110 it is determined that a user
response has been received by the application manager 20 to
the user instruction, an indication of the status of the appli-
cation 68 is provided to the user (step 112). The indication of
the status of the particular application can indicate that the
particular application is installed on the mobile device. For
example, referring to FIG. 3B an example message 72
enabled responsive to a user following a link of the type in the
message 70 of FIG. 3A is shown. The message 72 can be
enabled by the user management interface 22 and displayed
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via the user interface 62 of the mobile device 12. The message
72 reads “Your software is up to date. You don’t need to
download anything.”

It in the step 108 it is determined by the application man-
ager 20 that no response is received from the client applica-
tion 68 or that the response from the application 68 indicates
the client application 68 requires update, the process moves to
step 114. If in step 114 it is determined that a user response
has been received by the application manager 20, data
enabling installation or update of the client application 68 is
rendered accessible for download by the user of the mobile
device (step 116), for example via the user management inter-
face 22 or download server 54. The user response can include
a request for application data of the application based on the
instruction for the user to access data corresponding to the
particular application. In rendering the data enabling install or
update of the client application 68 accessible, application-
related data can be transmitted via the network 50. Accord-
ingly, the user of the mobile device 12 can initiate download
and installation of the client application 68 on the mobile
device 12. Thereafter, referring to FIG. 3C the application
manager 20 or client application 68 can enable a message via
the user interface 62, for example the message 74 which
reads: “Congratulations, you have completed the setup pro-
cess.” The method ends at step 118.

In an alternative implementation, step 110 can be omitted
and the application manager 20 can provide the application
status to the mobile device 12 responsive to receiving a
response from the client application 68 indicating the status
of' the client application 68. For example, upon detecting the
message instructions, the installed client application 68 can
delete the one or more messages including the instructions
from an inbox of the mobile device 12 using one or more APls
provided on the mobile device 12, which may result in per-
manent deletion of the message(s) or moving of the message
to another datastore on the mobile device 12. The client
application 68 can further contact the application manager 20
to provide the status of the client application 68, and the
application manager 20 via the messaging interface 26 then
sends a message, for example as shown in FIG. 3D, which
message 76 reads “Congratulations, you have enabled Tele-
com’s locator service.” In another example, upon detecting
the message instructions, the installed client application 68
can replace or modify the contents of the original message(s)
stored on the mobile device 12 to provide an updated link to
a network location enabled by the application manager to
include congratulations copy, for example as shown in FIGS.
3C and 3D.

In another alternative implementation, steps 110 and 112
can be omitted and the process as performed by the applica-
tion manager 20 ends (step 118) upon receipt of a response
from the client application 68. For example, upon detecting
the message instructions, the installed client application 68
can modify the contents of the original message(s) stored on
the mobile device 12 to include congratulations copy such as
shown in FIGS. 3C and 3D, or provide an updated link to a
network location which shows such congratulations copy.

In the cases where congratulations copy or other notifica-
tion is provided by the client application 68 responsive to
detecting the message instructions, the client application 68
can for example bring itself to the foreground of the user
interface 62, preferably in an application screen. In such case,
the client application 68 can delete, modify, or leave
unchanged the original message(s) per the implementations
described above.

The method 100 and the alternative implementations allow
users who do not have the client application 68 already
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installed on their mobile device to receive a message with
instructions on how to obtain data to install the required client
application. Users who happen to have the application
installed on their device, for example preinstalled by a dis-
tributer of the device, are notified that setup is complete and
saved the inconvenience of having to download unnecessary
and redundant software.

Referring to FIG. 4, a method 200 performed by a plurality
of network-connectable computing systems is provided. The
method 200 can be performed for example via the mobile
device 12 and the application manager 20, which preferably
include or have access to suitable non-transitory data storage
including instructions for performing the method 200. The
method 200 may alternatively be performed via other suitable
computing systems in other suitable environments. The
method 200 includes receiving with a first network-connect-
able computing system an indication based on a user action of
a service corresponding to a second network-connectable
computing system (step 202). Responsive to the indication of
the service, at least one message is transmited with the first
computing system (step 204). The at least one message
includes an instruction for a particular application to provide
a status of the particular application and an instruction for a
user to initiate contact with a network resource to access data
corresponding to the particular application. With the second
computing system the at least one message is received from
the first computing system (step 206). The status of the par-
ticular application is provided responsive to the at least one
message using the particular application via the second com-
puting system (step 208), and the status of the particular
application is received with the first computing system from
the second computing system (step 210).

Although features and elements are described above in
particular combinations, one of ordinary skill in the art will
appreciate that each feature or element can be used alone or in
any combination with the other features and elements. Meth-
ods described herein may be implemented in a computer
program, software, or firmware incorporated in a computer-
readable medium for execution by a computer or processor.

While embodiments have been described in detail above,
these embodiments are non-limiting and should be consid-
ered as merely exemplary. Modifications and extensions may
be developed, and all such modifications are deemed to be
within the scope defined by the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for implementation by a network-connectable
computing system, the method comprising:

receiving an indication of a service corresponding to a

mobile device, the indication based on a user action; and

transmitting at least one text message to the mobile device

responsive to the indication of the service, the at least

one text message comprising:

an instruction for a particular application corresponding
to the service to provide a status of the particular
application; and

an instruction for a user of the mobile device to initiate
contact with a network resource to access data corre-
sponding to the particular application;

wherein the instruction for the particular application is a
unique code represented by any one of a token, a
pattern, or an encoded signal, and is included in the
text message as an attachment to the instruction to the
user of the mobile device;

determining based on a lack of a response from the par-

ticular application that at least one of an update of the
particular application and installation of the particular
application is required;
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determining that a response from the user has been

received; and
rendering to the mobile device data enabling at least one of
anupdate of the particular application and installation of
the particular application responsive to the response
from the user and based on the lack of a response from
the particular application.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one text
message comprises a short message service (SMS) protocol
message.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one text
message comprises an encoded signal detectable by the par-
ticular application.
4. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving
from the particular application via the mobile device the
status responsive to the instruction to provide the particular
application’s status.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein the status of the particu-
lar application includes an indication that the particular appli-
cation is installed on the mobile device.
6. The method of claim 1, the method further comprising:
receiving from the user via the mobile device a request for
application data corresponding to the particular applica-
tion based on the instruction for the user to access data
corresponding to the particular application;

transmitting the application data to the mobile device via
the network.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving from the particular application via the mobile

device the status of the particular application based on
the instruction to provide the status;
receiving from the user via the mobile device a communi-
cation based on the instruction for the user of the mobile
device to initiate contact with a network resource; and

providing the user an indication of the status of the particu-
lar application responsive to receiving the communica-
tion from the user.
8. The method of claim 7, wherein the indication of the
status of the particular application indicates that the particular
application is installed on the mobile device.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising enabling a
user account registration corresponding to the particular
application, wherein the user action comprises the user
account registration.
10. The method of claim 1, further comprising
enabling the network resource;
receiving from the user via the mobile device a communi-
cation based on the instruction for the user of the mobile
device to initiate contact with the network resource; and

at least one of providing the user an indication of the status
of the particular application and rendering application
data corresponding to the particular application acces-
sible for download.

11. A method comprising:

receiving with a first network-connectable computing sys-

tem an indication of a service corresponding to a second
network-connectable computing system, the indication
based on a user action;

responsive to the indication of the service, transmitting

with the first computing system at least one text mes-

sage, the at least one text message comprising:

an instruction for a particular application to provide a
status of the particular application; and

an instruction for auser to initiate contact with a network
resource to access data corresponding to the particular
application;
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wherein the instruction for the particular application is a
unique code represented by any one of a token, a
pattern, or an encoded signal, and is included in the
text message as an attachment to the instruction to the
user of the mobile device;

receiving with the second computing system the at least

one text message from the first computing system;

responsive to the at least one text message, using the par-
ticular application via the second computing system to
provide the status of the particular application; and

receiving with the first computing system the status of the
particular application from the particular application via
the second computing system;

determining with the first computing system based on the

received status from the particular application that at

least one of an update of the particular application and
installation of the particular application is required;

determining that a response from the user has been
received; and

rendering to the mobile device data enabling at least one of

an update of the particular application and installation of

the particular application based on the contact from the
user and based on the received status from the particular
application.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the second computing
system comprises a mobile device.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the first computing
system comprises a plurality of network-connectable sys-
tems.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

enabling with the second computing system a user trans-

mission from the user responsive to the instruction to

initiate contact with the network resource;

receiving with the first computing device the user trans-

mission;

using the first computing device, providing the user with an

indication of the status of the particular application.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the indication of the
status comprises an indication that a setup process associated
with the particular application has been completed.

16. The method of claim 11, further comprising using the
particular application to at least one of delete, move, hide and
modify the at least one text message on the second computing
system based on the status of the particular application.

17. The method of claim 16, further comprising using the
first computing system to provide the user with an indication
of' the status of the particular application.

18. The method of claim 11, further comprising using the
particular application via the second computing system to at
least one of modify and replace the at least one text message
to provide the user with an indication of the status of the
particular application.

19. The method of claim 11, further comprising using the
particular application via the second computing system to at
least one of modify and replace the at least one text message
to provide the user with a link to a network resource config-
ured to provide an indication of the status of the particular
application.

20. The method of claim 11, further comprising using the
particular application to provide the user with a link to a
network resource configured to provide an indication of the
status of the particular application.

21. The method of claim 11, further comprising using the
particular application to provide the user with an indication of
the status of the particular application.
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22. The method of claim 21, further comprising providing
the indication of the status of the particular application in a
user interface enabled by the particular application.

23. The method of claim 11, wherein the first network-
connectable computing system comprises the network
resource.

24. A computing system comprising at least one non-tran-
sitory computer readable storage medium having encoded
thereon instructions that, when executed by one or more
processors of the system, cause the system to perform a
process including:

receiving an indication of a service corresponding to a

mobile device, the indication based on a user action; and

transmitting at least one text message to the mobile device,

the at least one text message comprising:

an instruction for a particular application corresponding
to the service to provide a status of the particular
application; and

an instruction for a user of the mobile device to initiate
contact with a network resource to access data corre-
sponding to the particular application;

wherein the instruction for the particular application is a
unique code represented by any one of a token, a
pattern, or an encoded signal, and is included in the
text message as an attachment to the instruction to the
user of the mobile device;

determining based on a lack of a response from the par-

ticular application that at least one of an update of the
particular application and installation of the particular
application is required;

determining that a response from the user has been

received; and

rendering to the mobile device data enabling at least one of

anupdate of the particular application and installation of

10

the particular application based on the response from the
user and based on the lack of a response from the par-
ticular application.

25. A network-enabled communication system compris-

5 ing:

15

a first network-connectable computing system configured
for:
receiving an indication of a service corresponding to a
mobile device, the indication based on a user action;
and
transmitting at least one text message to the mobile
device, the at least one text message comprising:
an instruction for a particular application correspond-
ing to the service to provide a status of the particu-
lar application; and
an instruction for a user of the mobile device to initiate
contact with a network resource to access data cor-
responding to the particular application;
wherein the instruction for the particular application
is a unique code represented by any one of a token,
a pattern, or an encoded signal, and is included in
the text message as an attachment to the instruction
to the user of the mobile device; and
a second network-connectable computing system config-
ured for executing the particular application, the particu-
lar application operable to enable a process comprising:
using the particular application to access the at least one
text message;
responsive to the at least one text message, providing the
status of the particular application; and
using the particular application to at least one of delete,
move, hide and modify the at least one text message
on the second computing system based on the status
of the particular application.

#* #* #* #* #*
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